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German creators and their dialogues with materials

The German Handwerk Exhibition
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Ulrike Umlauf-Orrom’s work. It takes the skills of a
master artisan to create, in a multi-layered glass
piece, bubbles that shine beautifully with the ad
justment of light. It the unique accomplishment of
an artist who has tested various expressive meth-
ods for over 20 years
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Siegfried Schreibers works. Every piece of wood—
mainly chestnut, pear, walnut, poplar, maple and

The German Handwerk exhibition will be held ash—is taken from the Schwaben area of Germany 1
where his studio is located. )
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affection for the material is obvious in the pas-
sionate delivery and calm expression he dem-
onstrates while working on wood.

I was the kind of child who gets lost in thought for
long periods. For about three years after | graduated
high school | worked at a furniture factory that man-
ufactured mass-production furniture with machines.
| used to spend my own time playing with the wood-
work lathe after work. Wood conceals a great power
behind its serene appearance; its a living thing that
continues to change slowly through time. It has
been very important to me, changing me from a
negative type of person into a more positive one; it
also healed me

Even after a tree is cut down it keeps on chang-
ing and living. | want to witness every transition
my beloved wood goes through. Thats why | let it
breathe for three to five years when | make a piece
I let it dry very slowly. | move it from place to place
many times depending on its state, how dry it is or
whether there is any mold growing on it. My base-
ment, attic, entrance and garage are all filled with
wood. Although I'm determined to continue this
work until | die, | probably wont be able to use all
wood lve got (laughter)

| didn't receive the proper education to become
an artist, and | cant say a lot about craft, but | do
want to convey through my works the importance
of taking one’s time in life. I've been to Japan twice
so far. Theres so much that | dont know about Ja-
pan. If the Japanese are indeed interested in my
works | would be very interested in finding out
what factors move them in that direction. t
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Woodwork artist Siegfried Schreiber
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Born in Stuttgart, Germany in 1940. Started working in
a furniture factory at age 16, where his association with
wood started. After teaching for a number of years he
started his own studio in 1990. He has been awarded
the Bochum Design Award in 1997 and the Baden Wurt
temberg Award in 1998.
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Ruprecht Holsten's works. Even if the iron in the furnace is glowing red hot it can be
forged for only a few seconds once it is taken out. The artist says he sometimes waits for
several hours for just the right moment. During that time he constantly repositions the
piece in the furnace.
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Glass artist Ulrike Umlauf-Orrom
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Born in Haslach (near Munich), Germany in 1953
Studied ceramics and glass at RCA. Established
an atelier in 1986 and has taught at the Berlin Art
University as a guest lecturer. A recipient of many
awards including the iF Design Award
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Cast-iron artist Ruprecht Holsten
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Born in Bremen, Germany in 1964. He was the
youngest person ever to receive the "Young Crafts
man Award.” Using a furnace that had been em-
ployed by his grandfather’s generation, he creates
objet, furniture and gates
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The German Handwerk Exhibition
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October 10 (Fri.) - 31 (Fri) 2003, at LivingMOTIF
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An exhibition and sale of works by three German artists on the
theme of three different materials, wood, glass and metal, will
be held at LivingMOTIF on the 1st floor of the AXIS Building.
Most items have the kind of value that becomes obvious the mo-

ment you actually hold them in your hands. Please feel free to
drop by if you are interested
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